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30th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act:
The need for teamwork never ends
By Sundy Smith
Thirty years ago I went to a little park in Iowa City to celebrate the passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. My friends and colleagues at the University of Iowa felt like it was another important
step for civil rights for all people. In fact, the ADA was modeled after the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which was such an important step toward racial justice in our country. The same principles were at
stake with the ADA for people with disabilities: bringing down barriers to full participation in a full
life.
Iowa had special representation in the passage of the ADA because our Senator, Tom Harkin, was
one of the architects and Senate sponsors. Tom always seemed to be on the right side of things
that mattered to me and I was thrilled when my daughter Rachel went to work for him in D.C. a few
years later.
What seems especially important to me now, as we face such terrible divisions in our government,
is that the other Senate sponsor was Senator Robert Dole from Kansas. Bob Dole was a
conservative Republican from a conservative state, a much honored wounded World War II
veteran. Tom Harkin was a liberal Democrat from a coal mining town in Iowa whose older brother
Frank was deaf. They came together over their common interest in stopping discrimination against
people with disabilities. Sadly, this kind of “across the aisle” partnership is very rare today.
The headlines today tell us clearly that advocating for racial justice is just as important today as it
was in the sixties. It is just as true that the goals of the ADA are not won and done. Enforcement
of the law is still needed. Advocacy is still needed to make sure that enforcement is taken seriously
and that the law is not abused.
Bob Dole and Tom Harkin represent the teamwork needed to pass the ADA legislation, but decades
of teamwork before 1990 set the stage and brought the pressure for change. If you haven’t seen it,
watch Crip Camp on Netflix or other services. It shows clearly how much teamwork it takes to
bring about good change.
Let’s keep at it!

Senator Bob Dole

Senator Tom Harkin

DJ Dern Zoom Dance
Friday, September 25
7:30 pm—8:30 or so
check your inbox that week
for the Zoom link

News from Greg
Robb, Nathan and I went to Mocha
Motts in Vineyard Haven. We got
hot chocolate and I got a big chocolate
cookie. At Vineyard Supports, we fill up
our days—we might listen to music
on the TV, play Wii bowling, watch a
movie, play Uno, do arts and crafts or
take a walk. Stoney is doing good. I
usually see him on Fridays and spend
the night. We like to watch TV together.
At home, I am on the computer
emailing friends. Dayana, who used to
live with us at 45 Franklin Street has
exciting news. She had a baby girl, 7
pounds and 18 inches tall! Her name is
Zuri and here she is.

Greg with a painting he recently completed.
As Heather Tilton wrote “This canvas had a
very drab beige print of flowers. Greg added
color. He says: ‘I made it come to life!’ He did
an excellent job and always knows just what
and where to put the color and he can talk at
length about each of his paintings and his
vision and how he chose each color. He has a
reason and thought process and loves looking
at and thinking about the paint strokes. He is
getting back into painting again.”

Dan with his
new glasses.

Update from Colin

Colin honing archery last October.

I like to go to the beach most days; often to
Katama and sometimes to State Beach. On the
way to the beach, I like to stop at the deli in
Edgartown for a hamburger or hot dog and fries,
along with a beer. I have been stung by a jelly fish
once on my arm. It was not too bad. I am a little
nervous about the jelly fish but it does not keep
me from swimming.
I do not have any work at the Tisbury
Marketplace these days but my VTA job continues
three days a week. I hope we can have our VIP
activities sometime soon.

News from Martha
I have been on Zoom with
the Center for Living. My mother is on the
board. As part of an art session, we did a
tree, which is pictured here. Sometimes
we do exercises. You should try it
sometime. It is very fun.
I have been sitting on my porch
when it is nice out to have my lunch.
On Sunday, Sept. 6, my niece
Emily and her boyfriend Adrian came to the island to visit
my mother and me for the day. It was nice to see her and
I hope she comes again.
Every Friday, I have been making more beeswax
wraps with Marney to sell at the next yard sale. Bees
come to investigate the sweet smell, but haven’t
bothered us. I hope to see you at the sale on Oct. 3.

New meeting spaces by Diamond and Roxanne
Check out the profile of
Alexander on our website
—vipmv.org as well as
the current VIP schedule.
Tessa is featured in a
recent MV Times article
and a link to that is on our
website as well.

We remember Alex often visiting Mocha Motts on
Main Street, Vineyard Haven. At the time, Diamond was attending
Seven Hills and they did not join this gathering.
Since the shut down of everything in March,
Diamond's world is much simpler with Zooms, walks,
neighborhood contacts and family. She makes her own choices
and VIP seems the important connection. As we discover how to
survive with masks and social distancing, perhaps there are walks,
destinations with a lunch or supper, swim spots, spectator
fascinations, that we could share.
Diamond seems energized by new freedom and is
looking forward to training and employment after Chilmark
Chocolates. Do we have a social online connection that we are
missing? Thanks.

Clip and Save
this page!

VIP Island Connections is organizing another sale:

Back by popular demand!

YARD & ART SALE
Featuring arts & crafts
made by VIP members
plus Chilmark Chocolates
collectible T-shirts & mugs
(sorry, no chocolate!)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
10 am - 1 pm
19 State Road, Chilmark
(former Chilmark Chocolates location)

Jeanna Shepard/Vineyard Gazette

Individual masking and other social distancing guidelines will be enforced.
Rain date ~ Sunday, October 4, 10 am - 1 pm

Proceeds from the event will benefit the ongoing programming of VIP, a partnership
of individuals with disabilities, their families, and friends working to ensure that
opportunities for a full life on Martha’s Vineyard and beyond are available to all.
More information about VIP is available at vipmv.org

Ally and Julie host a “Hangout
Zoom” on Mondays at 5:00.
Tune in to McCaull’s cooking
classes every other Thursday.
Check out our website for some
of his recipes!
www.vipmv.org

VIP is grateful to the following
organizations for their support:
The Joy Fund of the

Foundation
VIP is a 501-c3 and our
Fed ID # is: 04-2867826

and the Martha’s Vineyard Vision Fellowship.

